
 

May God’s love shine in our lives as we care, share and learn together 

 

The Saint Raphael’s News 
Spring 1 February 2022/ Luke 5 :11 

“Then, bringing their boats back to land, they left everything and 

followed Him” 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

                                  

I hope that you are keeping well. As always the newsletter updates you with forthcoming events. Unfortunately, we 

are still not able to welcome parents and carers into school for assemblies or celebrations due to the restrictions 

which we are following in line with Tameside Public Health. As always we are following the Government guidelines with 

regard to Covid restrictions and procedures. The school Risk Assessment is available on the school website. 

  

RE INSPECTION: As you are aware we had our Diocesan Religious Education Inspection last week. Thank you for 

completing the online questionnaire. We are awaiting the Inspection Report which will be sent to all parents and 

carers.  

 

CATHOLIC LIFE: The children celebrated The Feast of Candlemas last week in school. The children continue to have 

weekly Gospel assemblies in key stages. Also we are still celebrating the achievements for all our children with praise 

certificates and show and tell sessions in class.  

 

Parish Masses - Please see the parish website for the most up to date information on services at St Peter’s and 

Raphael’s Church.  If you wish to contact Father Philip his phone number is 0161 338 2575.  

 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME:  

 

We are now preparing the children who are currently in Year 4 and other children who are on the 

Sacramental Programme to receive the sacraments of Reconciliation and First Holy Communion. If you have 

not yet registered your child on the Sacramental Programme and would like to do so please contact school. Details of 

each celebration will follow. 

 

The dates below are for the current Year 4 children. 

 

Virtual Enrolment Service                    Thursday, 17th February, 2022 @ 2pm 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation        Wednesday, 9th March, 2022 @ 6.30pm 

St Peter’s and St Raphael’s Church  

 

Sacrament of First Holy Communion  Saturday 14th May, 2022 @ 10am 

St Peter’s and St Raphael’s Church 

 

For children who are currently Year 3 we are planning that this group of children will receive their Sacraments 

in Autumn 2022 when they will be in Year 4. 

 

The proposed dates are below: 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation        Wednesday, 21st  September, 2022 @ 6.30pm 

St Peter’s and St Raphael’s Church  

 

Sacrament of First Holy Communion  Saturday 15th October, 2022 @ 10am 

St Peter’s and St Raphael’s Church 

 

SCHOOL UNIFORM: The children continue to look very smart in their uniform. Please ensure that the children have 

their PE uniform in school each day with black pumps for indoor PE and trainers for outdoor PE. 
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ASH WEDNESDAY: Wednesday, 2nd March is Ash Wednesday. This marks the beginning of Lent. We will be having 

quiet liturgies for the children weekly throughout Lent and are planning our Easter Retreat work to celebrate this 

special time of year in the Church calendar. 

 

PARENTS’ EVENING: We have arranged for Parents’ Evening to take place virtually in March. We will be continuing 

to use the online Parents’ Evening booking system to enable you to make your appointments and the meetings will be 

conducted by video call. Full details on how to book and access your appointment video call will be sent home by email, 

information and bookings for Year 4 was sent home this week in order for Year 4 to have parents evening with Mrs 

Lee prior to her maternity leave. The dates will be as follows: 

 

Year 4 Parents’ Evening   Wednesday 2nd March  

All Other Year Groups   Tuesday 22nd March or Wednesday 23rd March 

    Booking information will be sent on Tuesday 1st March 2022 

 

We are aware that there were some issues raised in relation to the video calls after the initial parents evening in 

November and as such have provided information to address these in the letter and accompanying guide you will 

receive.  

 

STAFFING UPDATES: We have welcomed Mrs Kirstie Kempster as an administration officer for the morning 

sessions. I’m sure that many parents and carers will have spoken to Mrs Kempster on the phone. After half term  we 

are also going to welcome Mrs Shirley Slater as an administration officer for the afternoon sessions. 

 

MATERNITY COVER Mrs Lee will begin her maternity leave on Friday, 11th March. We wish her and her family well 

at this exciting time. We are pleased that we have appointed Miss Sellers to cover Mrs Lee’s maternity leave in Year 

4.   

 

CONGRATULATIONS We send our congratulations to Mrs Murphy and her husband on the news that they are 

expecting a baby in the summer.  

 

AFRICAN ANIMALS WORKSHOP: On Thursday 3rd March EYFS and KS 1 are having an African Animals habitat 

workshop to enhance their curriculum this half term. The company will bring in a variety of animals for the children 

to learn about. Please inform us of any allergies that your child/children may have regarding animals or fur.  

 

WORLD BOOK DAY 2022! The message this year for all children is ‘you are a reader.’ WE have lots of 

activities planned during the week for the children. On Friday 4th March to celebrate World Book Day the 

children can come to school dressed as a character from a book or a book title. Please do not feel that 

the costume has to be bought- the simplest costumes can be very effective. The children will be bringing 

home the World Book Day voucher which they can exchange for one of the £1 books at bookshops or can put towards 

the cost of a book. 

 

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL PROVISION: The before and after school provision in school continues in the 

school hall. Before School Care, including breakfast opens at 8.00am at £4.00 per session. After School Care, 

including snack closes at 4.30pm £4.00 per session. (Any subsequent sibling charged £3 per session) Places at each 

club will be limited to 25 children per day and children will be supervised by at least two members of staff 

throughout.  

 

If you require more information or a registration form for Spring Term 2 click here. Places must be pre-booked on a 

first come first served basis and club fees must be settled monthly in advance, these will be collected via the 

SchoolMoney Portal. 

 

SCHOOL MEALS: All parents have been emailed the half termly School Meals letter, this letter is sent at the start 

of each half term and provides information on payments for the half term. All Pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 

received a free meal as part of the UIFSM initiative. Pupils in Nursery, Year 3,4,5 and 6 pay for school meals unless 

they are eligible for benefits related free school meals, information regarding which can be found here.  

  

https://www.st-raphaels.tameside.sch.uk/before-after-school-provision/
https://www.st-raphaels.tameside.sch.uk/parent-information/school-meals/
https://www.st-raphaels.tameside.sch.uk/parent-information/free-school-meals-how-to-apply/
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Please be aware that the school kitchen require 2 weeks notice if parents want their child to change from packed 

lunches to school dinners or from school dinners to packed lunches. This is to allow for the correct orders of food to 

be completed.  

 

SCHOOL MONEY: St Raphael’s School is cashless uses an online payment portal to collect payment form parents. 

Further information is available in the half termly letter here. Should you have any problems accessing your 

SchoolMoney account please email admin@st-raphaels.tameside.sch.uk stating ‘SchoolMoney’ in the subject. Payments 

for SchoolMeals are not collected via SchoolMoney as the income is collected by Tameside Council.  

 

COVID GUIDELINES: The following guidelines are still in place as below: 

 

Clarification on the changes to the self-isolation period for individuals who test positive for COVID-19 

 

Since Wednesday 22 December, the 10 day self-isolation period for people who record a positive PCR test result for 

COVID-19 has been reduced to 6 days in most circumstances, unless you cannot test for any reason.  

 

Individuals may now take LFD tests on day 5 and day 6 of their self-isolation period. Those who receive two negative 

test results are no longer required to complete 10 full days of self-isolation. The first test must be taken no earlier 

than day 5 of the self-isolation period and tests must be taken 24 hours apart. This also applies to children under 5, 

with LFD testing at parental or guardian discretion. If both these test results are negative, and you do not have a 

high temperature, you may end your self-isolation after the second negative test result and return to your education 

or childcare setting from day 6. 

 

Anyone who is unable to take LFD tests will need to complete the full 10 day period of self-isolation.  

Further information, including examples of when to end self-isolation if you have had COVID-19 symptoms, is 

available in the stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed COVID-19 infection.  

 

 
 

Daily testing for close contacts of COVID-19 

 

People who are fully vaccinated, or children and young people aged between 5 and 18 years and 6 months, identified as 

a close contact of someone with COVID-19, should take an LFD test every day for seven days and continue to attend 

their setting as normal, unless they have a positive test result or develop symptoms at any time. 

 

Children under 5 are not being advised to take part in daily testing of close contacts. If a child under 5 is a contact 

of a confirmed case, they are not required to self-isolate and should not start daily testing. If they live in the same 

household as someone with COVID-19 they should limit their contact with anyone who is at higher risk of severe 

illness if infected with COVID-19, and arrange to take a PCR test as soon as possible. They can continue to attend an 

education or childcare setting while waiting for the PCR result. If the test is positive, they should follow the stay at 

home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed COVID-19 infection. 

 

https://www.st-raphaels.tameside.sch.uk/parent-information/schoolmoney-online-payments/
mailto:admin@st-raphaels.tameside.sch.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection?utm_source=4%20January%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19#SymptomsPositiveTest
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SCHOOL WEBSITE: We are in the final stages of redesigning our school website. Thank you for your patience while 

this process is ongoing. We would welcome your comments or suggestions of how to make our website as informative 

and useful to everyone as well as it being a place to celebrate the achievements and key events in the life of St 

Raphael’s School.  

 

CONTACT DETAILS: Please ensure that we have the correct contact details for your children in school. As you are 

aware all of our communication services are reliant on school having the correct details for you. Therefore, if there 

are any changes to your mobile numbers and/or email addresses please inform us as soon as possible to ensure we 

have the correct contact information on our systems. 

 

SCHOOL DIARY 

 

FEBRUARY 2022 

Tuesday 8th Safer Internet Day All Day 

Thursday 17th  Year 4 – Sacramental Enrolment Service 2.00pm 

Friday 18th School Closes for Half Term 3.15pm 

Monday 28th  INSET DAY – School Closed for all children All Day 

MARCH 2022 

Tuesday 1st   School opens for Spring Term 2 8.45am 

Wednesday 2nd  Ash Wednesday - the start of Lent 

Year 4 Virtual Parents Evening  

 

PM 

Friday 4th  World Book Day Celebration (children can dress as a character)  All Day  

Wednesday 9th  Sacramental Programme  

First Forgiveness @St Peter’s and St Raphael’s Church 

6.30pm 

Tuesday 22nd 

Wednesday 23rd   

Virtual Parents Evening  Times to be 

booked online 

Monday 28th Full Governing Board Meeting (Virtual) 4.30pm 

APRIL 2022 

Monday 11th  Easter Retreat Week All week 

Thursday 14th  School Closes for Easter holidays 3.15pm 

Wednesday 27th School opens for Summer Term 8.45am 

 

If you have any questions, please contact school. Thank you for your continued support as we ‘care, share and learn 

together.’ 

 

Next Newsletter: March 2022 Mrs Lynn Lakner (Headteacher)    

head@st-raphaels.tameside.sch.uk 

0161 338 4095            

mailto:head@st-raphaels.tameside.sch.uk/

