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Rationale of Religious Education 

 At the heart of Catholic education lies the Christian vision of the human person. This 

vision is expressed and explored in religious education. Therefore, we believe that 

religious education is never simply one subject among many, but the foundation of the 

entire educational process.1  

 We believe Religious Education is, then, the core subject in a Catholic school. 

 Religious education contributes to evangelisation and catechesis but its specific 

contribution to the Catholic Life of the school is primarily educational and so Religious 

Education will be planned, taught, assessed and monitored with the same rigour as 

other curriculum subjects.  

 We understand Religious Education to be the systematic study of the mystery of God 

and of Jesus Christ, of the Church, and of the central beliefs which Catholics hold.2 

 

Aims of Religious Education 

 to promote knowledge and understanding of Catholic faith and life 

 to promote knowledge and understanding of the response of faith to the ultimate 

questions about human life, its origin and purpose 

 to promote the skills required to engage in examination of and reflection upon religious 

belief and practice 

  

Curriculum time allocation 

In line with Bishops’ Conference recommendations, 10% of curriculum time at St Raphael’s is 

allocated to Religious Education. This does not include Prayer and Liturgy. This equates to 2 

hours 10 minutes in Key Stage 1 and 2 hours 15 minutes in Key Stage 2. 

 

Programme of Study 

To fulfil the above aims and to address the 4 areas of study outlined in the Curriculum 

Directory – Revelation, Church, Celebration and Life in Christ  - The Governing Board of      

St Raphael’s has adopted  The Way, The Truth and The Life  programme to be used as the 

principal resource for the teaching and learning of Curriculum Religious Education. 

 

Methodology 

 

A variety of teaching and learning strategies will be used across the curriculum and will be 

adapted according to the needs of the children. 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1
 Religious Education in Catholic Schools, para. 4, Catholic Bishops’ Conference, 2000 

2
 Religious Education Curriculum Directory for Catholic Schools, p. 10, Catholic Bishops’ Conference, 1996 
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Assessment, Monitoring, Recording and Reporting 

 

 Assessment of standards is carried out using the criteria in the booklet agreed by 

Bishops’ Conference and in line with age related expectations 

 Each teacher and the co-ordinator maintains a class record of pupils’ progress. 

 Termly recording of attainment takes place in order to track the progress of all 

pupils across the school. 

 A portfolio of assessed work is kept by the RE co-ordinator 

 Standards in RE work are scrutinised by SLT on a regular basis. RE is always included 

in the termly SLT Monitoring Schedule. 

 Monitoring of teaching and learning in RE takes place through lesson observations as 

well as regular book scrutinies and learning walks by the RE co-ordinator and/or the 

SLT. 

 Progress and achievement in Religious Education is reported to parents/carers in a 

written report at the end of each academic year. 
 

Leadership and Management of RE 

Mrs Ciara Shields is the RE Co-ordinators at St Raphael’s Catholic Primary School.  

 

Opportunities to Reflect 

Each class in school has a dedicated Prayer area/Reflection area which offers a focal point 

for the class’s reflection and prayer. 

 

Whole School Mass and celebrations 

Classes in KS 2 attend Mass on a rota in the school hall every Thursday at 9.10am. Also 

during the year each class prepares a whole school Mass. The whole community is invited to 

all Masses. Assemblies, reflections and prayer trails are also shared during the year and 

parents and parish are invited.  

Links to the Parish Newsletter are on the School website. 

 

The Wednesday Word 

Links to The Wednesday Word are text to parents weekly. Parents and carers are 

encouraged to share this with their children as another way to deepen their relationship with 

God and broaden their love, knowledge and understanding of the Gospels. Also the termly 

newsletters are available through a link on the School website. 
 

Other Faiths 

We help children to learn about other faiths by making links where possible during each of 

the six topics to be covered by each year group as well as having other Faith weeks three 

times a year. We also arrange visits to other places of worship within the local area where 

possible as well as asking speakers to come and address our pupils.  
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The Religious Education Co-ordinator at St Raphael’s is responsible for: 

 

 Monitoring teaching, learning, planning and standards through lesson observations, 

learning walks and work scrutinies according to school practice. 

 Contributing to the school’s Self-Evaluation Form for Religious Education (DSEF) in 

order to identify strengths and areas for improvement. 

 Ensuring the curriculum offered is appropriate, suitable and relevant to pupils’ needs 

and interests. 

 Attending appropriate training and keeping up to date with current thinking, policy 

and developments and feeding back to staff. 

 Organising and leading in-house staff training and development alongside the SLT. 

 Identifying training needs of staff to ensure their suitability to teach effective 

Religious Education. 

 Supporting and advising colleagues in the delivery of Religious Education. 

 Liaising with Governors, parents, the diocese on matters relating to Religious 

Education alongside the SLT. 

 Auditing, managing and developing resources within a given budget 
 

 

Monitoring This Policy 

This policy was adopted (on behalf of the Governing Board) by the Full Governing Board in 

January 2021 and will be reviewed in January 2023. 

 


