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Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) can be considered as falling under four broad areas;
communication and interaction, cognition and learning, social, mental and emotional health, sensory and/or
physical. At St Raphael's we aim ensure that all pupils, regardless of their specific need make the best possible
progress.

Teaching and Learning

Support:

e Our SENDCO (Special Needs Coordinator) oversees all support and progress of any child requiring
additional support across the school.

e Teachers plan a differentiated curriculum which is matched to the needs of all of our learners and our
teachers have the highest possible expectations for your child and all pupils in their class.

e A variety of fteaching strategies are used in class so that all children are fully involved in learning. For
some children this may involve more practical learning.

e Your child may require an Individual Education Plan (IEP) with targets; this will be shared with parents /
carers and reviewed each term by the class teacher.

e The teacher may direct the Teaching Assistant to work with your child inside or outside the classroom
either 1:1 or in a group.

e Staff receive regular training to learn strategies, run groups and deliver programs i.e. Makaton, Maths
recovery, Reading recovery, Springboard, Social groups, Motor skills united, Lexia, Number Gym.

e Anoutside professional or agency may be called in to work with your child or give advice to teachers; your
permission will be asked for beforehand.

e If achild has been identified as needing a particularly high level of support, an ECHP may be applied for.
The Statement or Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP) will outline how much extra funding your child
will receive from the LA and how this should be used.

e Your child's progress is continually monitored and reviewed formally every term and a National Curriculum
level given in reading, writing and numeracy.

e IfyourchildisinYear1orabove, but is not yet at National Curriculum level he/she will be assessed using
P levels'.

e At the end of each key stage (i.e. at the end of year 2 and year 6) all children are assessed using Standard
Assessment Tests (SATS) the Year 6 results are published nationally.

e During SATS your child may be given TA support/extra time, this is at the discretion of the Head teacher.

Accountability:

e The class teacher has termly meetings with the Headteacher regarding all pupils’ progress in which
children with additional needs is discussed.

e The SENDCo reports to the Headteacher who reports on SEND to the Governors every term to inform
them about the progress of children with SEND: this report does not refer to individual children and
confidentiality is maintained at all times.

e One of the Governors is responsible for SEND and meets regularly with the SENDCo. They also report
to the Governors to keep all informed.

e The Governors agree priorities for spending within the SEND budget with the overall aim that all
children receive the support they need in order to make progress.

Annual Reviews
e The progress of a child with a Statement or EHCP is formally reviewed at an Annual Review meeting
with all professionals involved with the child.
e Parents are invited via letter to the review.
e The SENCO will ask parents about questions they may wish to ask and discuss any issues that may arise.
e Pupils are also invited to contribute to the meeting if appropriate.
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Keeping Children Safe

Risk assessments:

Risk assessments are carried out in accordance with statutory requirement and in line with school
policies on a regular basis. Staff are trained in accordance with their roles and responsibilities across
the school, to be able to carry out assessments of risk and plan to reduce and manage the risk. Risk
assessments include: Behaviour, Moving and Handling, Health Care Plans, Offsite Educational Visits, risk
assessments for the school premises are carried out regularly including fire safety, moving and
handling, electrical supply etc.

CRB and list 99 are carried out as required on all staff, visitors, volunteers and students.

Handover arrangements:

Start of day, children arriving with parents/carers can come into the bottom playground until 8.45am.
Or the foundation Stage classes between 8.45am and 8.55am.

At the end of the school day teachers are on duty at the doors to ensure children are safe.

Our family liaison officer is at the gate from 8.45am and at 3.15pm if parents want to pass on any
messages.

Supervision of children during breaks and lunchtimes:

Playtimes are supervised by Teachers and Support staff
Lunchtimes are supervised by Teaching assistants and lunchtime organisers and overseen by senior
management.

Anti-bullying Policy:

The schools policy for anti-bullying can be found on the school website.

Health
The schools policy for managing medicines is available on the website. The office staff will give the
necessary forms that must be signed by parents/carers.
Care plans are written by the school nurse and shared with school staff. Care plans are kept in the
pupils’ folder.
The school was awarded Healthy Schools Award in 2009.
School provide extra-curricular support enabling children and young people with SEND to complete
homework tasks

Communication with Parents
The school has an ‘open door' policy and parents and carers are welcome to drop in after school although
an appointment is advised.
Parents and carers are kept up to date with their child's progress in parents meetings. However parents
can ring school and discuss progress at any other time.
If your child is identified as not making enough progress the school will set up a meeting to discuss this
with you in more detail.
If you have concerns about your child's progress you should speak to your child's class teacher.
You may also speak to the SENDCO, Head Teacher or the SEND Governor.
Your child may need and IEP (Individual Education Plan.)
You may be asked to give your permission for the school to refer your child to a specialist professional
e.g. a Speech and Language Therapist or Educational Psychologist This will help the school and yourself
understand your child's particular needs and be able to support them better in school.
Annual school reports are sent out in July.

Working Together

Please make sure that your child attends school every day
Support your child to behave well and respect one another
Support your child follow the school rules
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e Encourage your child to be as independent at home as possible, dressing themselves (please label all
clothing,) getting their own school bag ready, completing homework.

e Starting school meetings will take place in the summer term before your child starts school.

e Meet the teacher drop in sessions will take place in September

e Support your child to be punctual and attend school every day

o Pupil school council is made up of a pupil representative from each class. They are fully involved in
school life and help to make important decisions such as how funds are raised and spent, to taking part
in feacher interviews.

e Parent and carer's are invited to become involved in school life.

o During IEP meetings parents are asked if they have any targets that they would like school to support.

e During all annual reviews, and any other teacher/parent/carer meetings, parental views are always
sought and listened too.

e Parents are also asked their views about school and their child's education through the parents/carers
questionnaire.

Help and Support:

e Our Family Liaison officer or SENDCO will support parents and carers with appropriate forms, please
ask your teacher or phone school for more information.

e If you need support with application forms, you can book an appointment with our Family Liaison Officer
who will signpost you to the appropriate service.

¢ Please Email or ring school if you have any questions.

e Parents also have access to the parent partnership scheme. More information about this service can be
found at: http://www.tameside.gov.uk/sen/parentpartnership - This service offers impartial
information, guidance and support to parents of children who have special/additional needs.

¢ Policies on our website that you may find useful; SEND policy, Accessibility Plan 2016, Behaviour Policy,
Equality Scheme, Equal Opportunities Policy.

Transition

We recognise that transitions can be difficult for a child with SEND and we take steps to ensure that any
transition runs as smoothly as possible.
If your child is moving to another school:
e We will contact the school SENCO and ensure he/she knows about any special arrangements or support
that need o be made for your child.
e  We will make sure that all records about your child are passed on.
e Transition visits will be organised if possible.
When moving classes in school:
e Information will be passed on to the new class teacher and a planning meeting will take place with the
new teacher.
e TIEPs will be shared with the new teacher.
In Year 6:
e A member of staff will attend the Primary Transition Day to discuss the specific needs of your child
with the SENCO of their secondary school.
¢ Where possible your child will visit their new school on several occasions and in some cases staff from
the new school may visit your child in this school.

Conclusion
We hope that you have found this document of use. If you wish to discuss this further or are thinking about

sending your child to St Raphael's, please contact the school Admin office to arrange to meet the Head teacher
Mrs Lakner, who would willingly discuss how the school could meet your child's needs.


http://www.tameside.gov.uk/sen/parentpartnership
http://www.st-raphaels.tameside.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/B-28.-Accessibility-Plan-2016.doc
http://www.st-raphaels.tameside.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/B-5.-Behaviour-Policy-St-Raphaels-2017-18.docx
http://www.st-raphaels.tameside.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/Equality-Scheme-2016-19.doc
http://www.st-raphaels.tameside.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/Equal-Opportunities-Policy.docx

